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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, National Reconnaissance Office 
SUBJECT : |_| security 


I have your 30 October memorandum concerning the recent 
references to the Nationil Reconnaissance Program outside the 
approved covert channels. I think you raise an important point 
that deserves serious attention, and I agree that we should take 
some steps to review the need for continuing such tight controls 
in today's environsent. Of course, any consideration to declas- 
sify the existence of the National Reconnaissance Program and 
Office would have to be reviewed at the highest levels. iiowever, 
I think it would be worthwhile to form a small working group to 
help you and #e formulate some thoughts on this matter and to 
help us decide whether to go forward with a serious recommen- 
dation. To do this I suggest a small group chaired by a senber 
ef your office with reprosentatives from the CIA, the IC Staff 
and ay Office of Security. If you agree, I will leave it in 
your hands to get the group started. 


In connection with sention of the Natienal Reconnaissance 
Office in the Congressional Recerd of October 12, I believe it 
best if we take no formal action at this time, Mr. Mark bedner, 
a reporter for the "Congressional Guarterly eekly Report,” has 
made informal inquiry in the comzunity attempting to identify 
more information on the National Reconnaissance Office. I 
think we have assusged his interest, if not stilled his 
curiosity. I will, of course, keep you informed of any new 
developments arising fro this incident. 


25X1 
W. E, Colby 
Director 
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